[TEMPLATE LETTER]

Name    

Address

Date

Honorable Velmanette Montgomery
New York State Senate
711 Legislative Office Building 
Albany, NY 12247
 Dear Sen. Montgomery,
 I am a parent of a student at Brooklyn Prospect Charter School, which is located in your district at 153 35th Street, between 3rd and  4th Avenues. I am writing to thank you for meeting with a delegation of students and parents from our school at the recent Charter School Day of Advocacy in Albany. I share their concerns about budget cuts threatening the future of charter schools.
 My child [student name]’s experience at Brooklyn Prospect has been extremely positive. The school has negotiated the tough challenges associated with its startup year wonderfully. [Student] speaks excitedly about [his/her] course work and the attention [he/she] is receiving from the dedicated teachers and administrators at the school. Its small size and the feeling of community that creates is one of the reasons I chose to send [him/her] there.
 As the State legislature moves toward passage of the Fiscal Year 2011 budget, I wanted to express my concern that the money in the state budget for charter schools is not frozen again this year, as it was last year.  As you know, charter schools already receive only two-thirds of the money district public schools receive per student. At the same time charter schools receive no funding for school facilities. 
 Charter schools are public schools that are serving a critical need in communities across our city. Perhaps most impressively, these schools are addressing the longstanding challenge of reducing the achievement gap in public education. That success should not only be applauded, but it should be given an opportunity to be repeated. 
 I urge you to vote to give charter schools the same budget increases as district public schools and to remove the cap on the number of charter schools that can be created as well. Thank you for your attention to this important issue and we look forward to having you visit our school soon as a guest to see first-hand the exciting work that is going on there. 
Sincerely yours, 
[Parent name] 
