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September 22, 2008
Partnership with BAM, Upcoming Information Events, SSF Grant Awarded, Full Authorization, and going forward...

Dear Friends of Brooklyn Prospect Charter School,

As the 2008-09 academic year begins the Brooklyn Prospect team is working diligently toward welcoming our first class of sixth grade students in September 2009. While the details of our progress would fill several volumes, we are excited to brief you on a few of our summer highlights:

Brooklyn Prospect Charter School earns full accreditation: 
On July 28, 2008 we earned accreditation from the New York State Board of Regents. While the State University of New York is our authorizing agency, we were very pleased to receive this secondary approval, our final bureaucratic hurdle clearing the path for Brooklyn Prospect's opening next fall.


Upcoming Information Events: 
On October 6th and October 27th, 2008 from 6:00 to 8:00PM, New York Methodist Hospital's East Pavilion Auditorium in Park Slope will be the venue for our first two family information evenings. Due to limited space of 100 guests per evening, we ask that families plan to attend one of these events only if a member of the family is a current 5th grade student in District 15. Each evening will feature a short presentation about our school and will allow plenty of time for questions. We encourage parent(s) and the prospective student to attend. RSVP is required; to view an invitation and reserve tickets log on to our website. We anticipate planning a total of six information sessions at different locations throughout the district between now and early spring 2009.

Additionally the Brooklyn Prospect Team is happy to visit your elementary school.  On October 15 we will introduce ourselves to PS 295 fifth grade students and their parents. If you are interested in meeting our team, please speak with your parent coordinator or guidance counselor to arrange our visit to your school.

BAM Partnership:
Brooklyn Prospect Charter School is proud to announce a partnership with the Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM). Already one of New York City's premier venues for theatre, music and film, BAM has, in recent years, expanded its programming to include more arts education and programming elements that appeal to middle and high school age students. BAM President Karen Brooks Hopkins is excited to introduce our students to the robust artistic and educational offerings of BAM and its cultural district collaborators which include the Mark Morris Dance Company, Theatre for a New Audience and BRIC Arts.  

"BAM is delighted to partner with another excellent charter school on enriching arts programs for young people."  
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--BAM President Karen Brooks Hopkins

State Stimulus Fund Grant: 
Brooklyn Prospect was recently awarded the full $50,000.00 New York State Stimulus Fund start-up grant. This competitive grant will bolster Brooklyn Prospect's pre-opening planning and supplement funds previously awarded through the Federal Charter School Program and New York Center for Charter School Excellence.

Facility update: 
Many of you have asked where our school facility will be located. Although we cannot give a definite answer right now, our facilities team, headed by Roger Fortune, Senior Vice President for Real Estate of the Downtown Brooklyn Partnership, has made tremendous progress over the summer. We believe Brooklyn Prospect has a solid plan for both short and long term facilities. We expect to release comprehensive facilities information well before student enrollment decisions are due next spring.

Student Applications:
We are pleased to report early success in our continuing outreach to current 5th grade students and their families.  We are in contact with District 15 elementary schools and have already received over 40 student applications for entry in our spring lottery.   Applications for our fall 2009 sixth grade can be completed and submitted through our website.

Support:
We are extraordinarily grateful for the support we have received from so many of you. Because of these gifts we are on the ground working with experts to produce not simply another option, but a wonderful opportunity for middle school students in our Brooklyn community. These more difficult financial times remind us that our schools are not only a haven for our children but a most important link to their future success. We thank you in advance for supporting a Brooklyn Prospect education in any way that you can.

Faculty recruitment:  
At Brooklyn Prospect, we recognize that the key to our success lies in the employment of the finest faculty.  We are thrilled by the group of educators who have expressed interest in teaching at Brooklyn Prospect and look forward to introducing our staff this winter. We are especially interested in teachers who have at least 5 years of experience with middle school students in the fields of Social Studies, Science and Spanish. We are also seeking a Director of Operations and Finance.  If there are individuals you know who might be interested in joining our effort, please direct them to the Brooklyn Prospect website or send their resume and a statement of educational philosophy to teach@brooklynprospect.org

Going forward:  
Brooklyn Prospect has an exciting year ahead.  We have prepared a detailed plan that is ready for execution and will insure that our first students arrive next fall to an exceptional school with innovative teachers who will support the personal success of each student. Finding a permanent home for Brooklyn Prospect will require dedication and the continued support of our community.  We are grateful for your generosity and hope you will continue reach out to us if you think you can help.

